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Yankees Clinch Playoff Spot With Comeback Win

MINNEAPOLIS — The Yankees clinched a spot in the 2026 playoffs on Monday
night. They defeated the Minnesota Twins 8-3 at Target Field. New York trailed
early before rallying in the late innings. Star slugger Aaron Judge blasted a key
home run. The win locked up an American League wild-card spot.

Players praised the team's grit after falling behind early. This is another postseason
trip for the Yankees in recent years. Only a few weeks remain in the regular

season. Teams are still settling the full playoff bracket. Fans are already looking
ahead to October baseball.

Congress Continues Work on 2026 Budget

WASHINGTON, D.C.— Congress went back to work this week. Lawmakers
talked about the 2026 budget. This budget decides how the government spends
money. It pays for schools, roads, and the military. Committees are checking each
part of the plan.

New rules also came out this week from federal agencies. These rules can affect
businesses and workers. Lawmakers want to finish the budget by a deadline. If
they miss it, some funding could stop for a while. Both parties say they want to
avoid delays.

BACKGROUND

The MLB wild card lets extra teams make the playoffs even if they don't win their
division.

Why it matters: Clinching a playoff spot is a big deal after a long, 162-game season.

What to watch: Watch to see who the Yankees face once the playoff bracket is set.

Source: Yahoo Sports, 'Yankees clinch playoff berth, beat Twins,'
https://sports.yahoo.com/articles/yankees-clinch-playoff-berth-beat-025843344.html; MLB.com, "Yankees
clinch spot in 2026 postseason," https://www.mlb.com/news/yankees-clinch-spot-in-2026-postseason; Star
Tribune, https://www.startribune.com/minnesota-twins-new-york-yankees-score-today-live-updates-tv-
channel-target-field-mlb-playoff-clinch/601882940

NATION & WORLD

News Outlets Share Daily Top Story Roundups

Many news groups share top stories each day. On September 15, several outlets
posted their own top picks. These roundups often list government news and world
events. They help readers catch up fast. Readers can get these roundups from
newspapers, websites, or TV.

Reading more than one source gives a fuller picture. Media experts say this helps

you compare coverage. Different outlets sometimes focus on different details. This
habit builds strong reading skills. It helps during busy news weeks too.

BACKGROUND
News editors decide which stories to highlight based on importance and reader
interest.

Why it matters: Knowing how news is chosen helps readers become smarter about what
they read.
What to watch: Try comparing headlines from two different news sources this week.

Source: Fox19, 'Headlines: Top stories of the day," https://www.fox19.com/2026/09/15/headlines-top-
stories-day/; Democracy Now!, 'Headlines for September 15, 2026,
https://www.democracynow.org/2026/9/15/headlines; Euronews, 'top news stories today,"
https://www.euronews.com/top-news-stories-today

BACKGROUND

The federal government's budget year starts October 1, so Congress usually tries to
finish spending bills before then.

‘Why it matters: The budget decides how much money goes to schools, roads, and other
programs many families rely on.

What to watch: Watch to see if Congress meets its deadline or needs a short-term
funding fix.

Source: U.S. Senate Daily Press, https://www.dailypress.senate.gov/tuesday-september-15-2026/
Govinfo, House Calendars, https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CCAL-119hcal-2026-09-15; Govinfo,
Federal Register, https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/FR-2026-09-15

MONEY & WORK

Budget Talks Could Ripple Into Family Finances

WASHINGTON, D.C.— The budget fight in Washington could affect regular
families. Government money supports many types of jobs. This includes
construction, health care, and more. When budget talks drag on, businesses may
slow down hiring. Workers linked to federal contracts may feel this first.

Families could also see changes in public programs. Experts say watch the funding
deadline this fall. A smooth budget process usually helps markets stay calm. A
rocky process can shake confidence for a while. Experts say this is worth watching
closely.

BACKGROUND
The federal budget determines funding for many government programs and contracts
that support jobs nationwide.

Why it matters: Delays or uncertainty in the budget process can affect hiring, markets,
and family finances.

What to watch: Watch whether Congress reaches a deal before the funding deadline,
and how markets react.

Source: Wikipedia, '2026 United States federal budget,’
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2026_United_States_federal_budget
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SCIENCE & TECH

New England Leaders Restate Support for Wind Power
NEW ENGLAND — Leaders in New England still like wind power. They shared
this message again this week. Wind turbines turn moving air into electricity. This

clean power does not burn fuel. Supporters say more wind farms can cut pollution.

New England already has wind farms on land and at sea. Officials say these
projects can create new jobs. Some challenges remain, like getting permits.
Connecting wind farms to the power grid also takes work. Leaders say they will
keep building more projects.

BACKGROUND

Wind turbines capture the energy of moving air and turn it into electricity without
burning fuel.

Why it matters: More wind power could mean cleaner air and new jobs for New
England.

‘What to watch: Watch for new project announcements and funding decisions in coming
months.

Source: Governors' Wind Energy Coalition, ‘New England Affirms Faith in Wind Energy's Future,'
https://governorswindenergycoalition.org/new-england-affirms-faith-in-wind-energys-future/

SCIENCE & TECH

AI and Quantum Computing Keep Advancing

Tech news showed more progress in Al this week. Companies keep making new
Al tools. These tools can write, translate, and study data. Experts say Al is getting
more useful. But AT can still make mistakes sometimes.

Quantum computers also kept improving this week. These machines use tiny
particles that act in special ways. This lets them solve some problems very fast.
Scientists are working to make them more stable. Experts say both AT and
quantum computers will shape our future.

BACKGROUND
Al performs tasks that normally need human thinking, while quantum computers use
physics to process information differently.

Why it matters: These technologies could change how people work, learn, and solve
problems in the future.

‘What to watch: Watch for new AI tools or quantum computing milestones from major
labs and companies.

Source: Al Weekly, ‘Al News for September 15, 2026," https://aiweekly.co/ai-news-today/edition/2026-09-
15; Quantum Computing Report, https://quantumcomputingreport.com/news/; Wikipedia, ‘2026 in
technology and computing," https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2026_in_technology_and_computing

MLB Playoff Races Heat Up in Final Weeks

The 2026 Major League Baseball season is entering its final weeks. Teams across
both leagues are fighting for the last playoff spots. Every game now carries extra
weight for teams still in contention. Some division races remain tight, while others
are already decided. Managers are relying heavily on their best players down the
stretch.

Injuries and slumps can quickly change a team's playoff chances this time of year.
Fans are closely watching the standings as the regular season winds down. The
postseason schedule will be set once the final standings are official. Analysts
expect several exciting finishes before the season ends. Playoff baseball is
expected to begin in the coming weeks.

BACKGROUND

MLB's regular season runs from spring through late September, followed by playoffs
in October.

Why it matters: The stretch run determines which teams advance to the postseason, a
major moment for fans nationwide.

What to watch: Watch division and wild-card standings closely as the final weeks of the
season play out.

Source: Wikipedia, '2026 Major League Baseball season,’
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2026_Major_League_Baseball_season; ESPN, New York Yankees schedule,
https://www.espn.com/mib/team/schedule/_/name/nyy/new-york-yankees

OUR TEAMS

New York Yankees Beat the Minnesota Twins, 8-3, at Target Field

The win clinched a spot in the 2026 MLB playoffs; Aaron Judge hit a home
run in the rally.

Maine Towns Handle Local Business This Week

ELLSWORTH, MAINE — Several Maine towns held meetings this week. In
Ellsworth, crews are fixing roads nearby. Drivers should watch for detours and
delays. Hancock County leaders held a special meeting on Tuesday. They talked
about county business and plans.

The town of Fayette held a special meeting too. Residents voted on local warrant
items. These meetings let people speak up about town choices. Local government
often deals with roads and budgets. People are encouraged to follow their town's
meetings.

BACKGROUND

Many Maine towns use special town meetings, where residents vote directly on local
matters.

Why it matters: These meetings shape decisions about roads, budgets, and services in
local communities.
‘What to watch: Check local town and county websites for future meeting notices.

Source: City of Ellsworth, Maine, 'Public Works Ahead," https://www.ellsworthmaine.gov/public-works-
ahead-traffic-impacts-september-15-16-2026/; Hancock County, Maine,
https://hancockcountymaine.gov/september-15-2026-commissioners-special-meeting-agenda/; Town of
Fayette, Maine, https://fayettemaine.org/news/special-town-meeting-warrant-for-september-15-2026

Experts Highlight Ten Hopeful Science Breakthroughs

Scientists shared a list of ten exciting breakthroughs. The ideas cover medicine,
clean energy, and new tech. Researchers say these ideas are moving out of labs.
Some breakthroughs could help treat diseases. Others focus on cleaner ways to
make energy.

New materials and computer tools could help these ideas grow. Turning research
into real products still takes many years. Not every idea will fully work out. Still,
many scientists feel hopeful about the future. They say steady research funding
matters a lot.

BACKGROUND
Lists like this are often compiled by science and industry groups to spotlight
promising research trends.

‘Why it matters: Breakthroughs in medicine, energy, and technology can eventually
improve everyday life.
What to watch: Watch for updates as these ideas move from labs toward real products.

Source: Society of Chemical Industry, ‘Ten scientific breakthroughs getting ready to change the world,’
https://www.soci.org/news/2026/6/ten-scientific-advances-getting-ready-to-change-the-world

Rewritten for young readers. Ask a grown-up if something doesn't make sense.



