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TO P S TO RY

Two Storms Hit Hawaii's Big Island in a Rare One-
Two Punch
HILO, HAWAII — Hawaii's Big Island is recovering from an
unusual one-two punch of tropical weather this month, as
Tropical Storm Moke followed closely behind Hurricane Lala.
Lala never made landfall, but it dumped more than 30 inches of
rain on parts of the island in a short period, triggering floods and
mudslides that destroyed roads and bridges. Just days later, Moke
passed roughly 320 miles south-southwest of Hilo, close enough
to add heavy rainfall to communities still cleaning up from Lala's
damage. According to weather officials, this kind of back-to-
back storm impact has occurred only once before in Hawaii since
record-keeping began in 1949. The rarity of the event has drawn
attention from climate researchers who track how storm patterns
may be shifting. For residents, the immediate concern is more
practical: finding safe, temporary housing while roads and
bridges are repaired. State emergency management officials have
opened a call center to help families apply for assistance, staffed
daily from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Local crews continue working to
clear debris and restore access to isolated communities cut off by
the flooding. Hawaii's geography, a chain of islands far out in the
Pacific, means storm recovery often takes longer than on the
mainland because supplies and workers must be shipped or
flown in. Officials have not yet released a full cost estimate for
the damage from both storms combined. Meteorologists say the
Pacific hurricane season, which typically runs through
November, could still produce additional systems that pass near
the islands. Residents are being urged to stay prepared and
monitor official alerts as recovery continues.

BACKGROUND

Hawaii sits in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, far from mainland
supply chains, which can slow disaster recovery. The islands
typically face tropical storm season from June through November.

Why it matters: Back-to-back tropical storms are historically rare
for Hawaii, and the compounding damage tests emergency systems
and raises questions about future storm patterns in a warming
climate.

What to watch: Watch for updated damage and cost estimates,
continued road and bridge repairs, and whether additional storms
form during the remainder of the Pacific hurricane season.

Source: NPR, https://www.npr.org/2026/08/23/nx-s1-5941769/tropical-storm-moke-
hawaii; CNN, https://www.cnn.com/2026/08/23/weather/tropical-storm-moke-
dumping-heavy-rain-on-hawaiis-big-island-climate; Hawaii Emergency
Management Agency, https://dod.hawaii.gov/hiema/tropical-storm-moke/

N AT I O N  &  W O R L D

Severe Storms Leave Damage Across the Midwest
GARY, INDIANA — A series of severe storms swept through parts
of the Midwest earlier this month, leaving noticeable damage in
towns such as Gary, Indiana. In one neighborhood, powerful
winds toppled a large tree directly onto a house. Cleanup crews
arrived quickly to remove the debris and clear the area.
Meteorologists say storms of this intensity are common during
late summer months. Warm, humid air frequently collides with
cooler fronts moving south, producing gusty winds and heavy
precipitation. Occasionally, these conditions can even spawn
isolated tornadoes. Fortunately, no injuries were reported from
this particular storm system. It did contribute to a broader pattern
of severe weather affecting the region throughout the summer.
Utility crews and public works departments typically respond
first, restoring downed power lines and clearing blocked
roadways. Homeowners are frequently encouraged to inspect
trees near their properties before storm season intensifies. Weak
or dead branches remain a leading cause of storm-related
property damage nationwide. Emergency management officials
also recommend that residents enroll in local weather alert
systems. Such alerts can provide crucial extra minutes to seek
shelter before a storm arrives. Officials note that comparable
storm systems have affected neighboring states this summer,
including Illinois and Ohio. Local governments continue
monitoring damage reports as cleanup efforts wind down in the
hardest-hit neighborhoods. While recovery from this storm is
largely complete, forecasters caution that additional severe
weather could still develop before autumn arrives.

BACKGROUND

Storms are common across the Midwest in late summer, when
warm and cool air masses often clash.

Why it matters: Even smaller storm systems can cause real damage
to homes, highlighting the importance of quick community response
and severe weather preparedness.

What to watch: Forecasters will watch for additional storm systems
as the Midwest heads toward fall, while communities finish storm
cleanup and repairs.

Source: NPR, https://www.npr.org/sections/national/



T H E  B R E A K FA S T  TA B L E  T I M E S W E D N E S D AY,  A U G U S T  2 6 ,  2 0 2 6 PA G E  2  O F  5

N AT I O N  &  W O R L D  ( C O N T. )

Former Deputy in Sonya Massey Case Dies in
Prison
SPRINGFIELD, ILL. — A former Illinois sheriff's deputy who
fatally shot Sonya Massey inside her own home in 2024 has died
while serving his prison sentence. The shooting drew national
attention after body camera footage showed the deputy firing at
Massey, who had called 911 seeking help during a routine
welfare check. The incident sparked widespread public outrage
and renewed debates about police use of force. It also raised
questions about training standards and accountability within law
enforcement agencies across Illinois and the nation. The former
deputy was convicted and sentenced to twenty years in prison for
his role in Massey's death. His death while incarcerated closes
one chapter of a case that remains significant in ongoing
discussions about police accountability. However, it does not
resolve the broader questions that advocates have raised about
systemic reform. Massey's family and civil rights organizations
have used the case to push for lasting changes in how police
handle mental health calls. They also want better training for
officers responding to requests for help. Legal experts note that
individual convictions can hold specific officers accountable. Yet
many advocates argue that true change requires broader policy
reforms. These reforms could include improved training, stricter
use-of-force rules, and independent oversight boards. The case is
likely to be referenced in future debates over police reform
legislation. Lawmakers at both the state and federal level may
consider new policies inspired by cases like this one. Community
leaders in Illinois say they hope the case reminds people how
important trust remains between police and the public they serve.

BACKGROUND

The 2024 shooting of Sonya Massey led to national protests and
renewed debate over police accountability and use-of-force
policies.

Why it matters: The case remains a significant example in ongoing
national conversations about policing, accountability, and criminal
justice reform.

What to watch: Watch for how this case influences future police
reform proposals at the state and federal level.

Source: NPR, https://www.npr.org/sections/national/

G O V E R N M E N T

Canada Vows to Match U.S. Tariffs Dollar for
Dollar
PORTLAND, MAINE — Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney
announced that Canada would match new United States tariffs
"dollar for dollar," escalating a trade dispute that could have
significant consequences for businesses in border states like
Maine. Tariffs are taxes placed on goods imported from another
country, and when one nation raises tariffs, trading partners often
respond with tariffs of their own, a pattern that can quickly
increase costs on both sides of the border. Maine has particularly
close economic ties to Canada, given their shared border and
long history of cross-border trade in goods ranging from lumber
and seafood to manufactured products. Business owners in the
state have expressed concern that rising tariffs could increase
costs for raw materials, disrupt supply chains, and ultimately
raise prices for consumers on both sides of the border.
Economists note that trade disputes between the U.S. and
Canada, two of the world's largest trading partners, can ripple far
beyond the industries directly targeted by new tariffs, affecting
everything from construction costs to grocery prices. For Maine
specifically, sectors such as forestry, agriculture, and fishing that
rely on Canadian trade routes may be among the first to feel the
impact if the dispute continues to escalate. Government officials
on both sides have signaled a willingness to negotiate, but as of
now, no timeline has been set for resolving the standoff. Trade
analysts caution that tariff disputes can sometimes last months or
even years before both governments reach a new agreement,
meaning affected businesses may need to adjust their operations
in the meantime. Local chambers of commerce in Maine have
said they are monitoring the situation closely and providing
guidance to member businesses on how to prepare for potential
cost increases. The outcome of this dispute could serve as an
early indicator of how broader U.S.-Canada trade relations will
evolve in the coming months.

BACKGROUND

The United States and Canada share one of the largest trading
relationships in the world, making tariff disputes especially
consequential for border regions.

Why it matters: Tariff battles between major trading partners can
raise costs for everyday goods and squeeze small businesses that
depend on cross-border trade.

What to watch: Watch for negotiations between U.S. and Canadian
officials and how quickly Maine businesses feel the financial impact.

Source: WGME, https://wgme.com/
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M O N E Y &  W O R K

SpaceX Posts First Earnings Report as a Public
Company
HAWTHORNE, CALIF. — SpaceX released its first quarterly
earnings report this week as a publicly traded company. The
milestone comes just months after the company went public in
June 2026. Several major space companies posted second-
quarter results this week, giving analysts a broader view of the
commercial space industry. Going public required SpaceX to
begin sharing detailed financial information on a regular basis.
This is a significant change from its many years as a private
company. Investors examined the earnings closely, looking for
details about revenue from SpaceX's frequent rocket launches.
They also studied the growing Starlink satellite internet business
and government contracts with agencies like NASA. SpaceX has
become one of the most active launch providers in the world. It
regularly sends satellites, cargo, and astronauts into orbit.
Because of this, its financial performance is often viewed as a
signal for the broader space industry. Analysts say the earnings
call offered rare insight into SpaceX's finances. It also showed
how the company balances high launch costs against its growing
revenue streams. The company remains known for ambitious and
expensive projects, including its Starship rocket program. Some
investors are especially curious about how SpaceX plans to fund
future development while staying profitable. Competitors and
other companies considering public offerings are watching this
report closely. SpaceX's shift from private to public status was
one of the most anticipated moves in the space industry. Analysts
believe investor reactions to this report could shape confidence
in commercial space stocks going forward. As the space industry
keeps growing, reports like this one may become an important
tool for understanding company finances.

BACKGROUND

SpaceX's initial public offering in June 2026 was one of the most
closely watched events in the space industry, given the company's
dominant role in commercial launches.

Why it matters: Quarterly earnings reports give the public and
investors a clearer picture of how sustainable the commercial space
business really is.

What to watch: Watch for stock market reaction and updates on
SpaceX's Starship program funding in future earnings reports.

Source: SpacePolicyOnline, https://spacepolicyonline.com/news/whats-happening-
in-space-policy-august-2-8-2026/

Maine Contractor Faces Over $1 Million in
Judgments
PORTLAND, MAINE — A Maine-based contractor is facing more
than one million dollars in civil judgments after complaints from
multiple homeowners. Civil judgments are court rulings that
require one party to pay another for damages. Courts often issue
these rulings after determining a contractor failed to complete or
properly perform promised work. Homeowners in these disputes
say the contractor accepted payment for jobs left unfinished or
built with serious defects. Some families had to pay again to
repair the damage or hire new contractors to finish the work.
Consumer advocates argue that cases like this reveal a persistent
gap in Maine's regulatory system. The state currently imposes
limited licensing requirements on general contractors compared
to many other states. Many states require contractors to pass
exams, carry insurance, or register with a licensing board.
Without similar rules, homeowners in Maine have fewer tools for
vetting contractors before hiring them, and they also have fewer
options if problems later arise. Lawmakers have previously
proposed licensing reforms in Maine, but these measures have
not advanced significantly in past legislative sessions. Industry
groups have often pushed back, citing concerns about added
costs and paperwork for smaller contracting businesses. This
case is likely to reignite that debate. Consumer protection groups
may push for hearings or new legislation addressing contractor
accountability. Housing experts note that renovation and
construction demand has grown in recent years. Complaints
against contractors have also risen alongside that demand, adding
pressure on lawmakers to consider reform. Experts recommend
that homeowners research contractors thoroughly before starting
major projects. They suggest checking references and obtaining
detailed written contracts. Legal remedies like civil judgments
can take significant time and effort to pursue, and they don't
always guarantee repayment. The outcome of this case will likely
be watched closely by consumer groups across the state. Many
wonder whether it will lead to new licensing laws.

BACKGROUND

Maine has comparatively limited state-level licensing requirements
for general contractors compared to many other states, making it
harder for consumers to vet contractors in advance.

Why it matters: The case underscores ongoing debates about
consumer protection and whether stronger contractor licensing rules
could prevent similar situations in the future.

What to watch: Watch for consumer advocacy groups pushing state
lawmakers to consider new contractor licensing legislation.

Source: Fox23 Maine, https://fox23maine.com/
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S C I E N C E  &  T E C H

NASA's Roman Space Telescope Cleared for
Launch
CAPE CANAVERAL, FLA. — NASA's Roman Space Telescope
has been cleared for final launch preparations, with liftoff
targeted for August 30 aboard a SpaceX Falcon Heavy rocket.
The mission represents one of NASA's most ambitious
astronomy projects in years. It is designed to give scientists an
unprecedented wide-angle view of the universe. Unlike the
Hubble or James Webb telescopes, which focus on narrow
patches of sky in extraordinary detail, Roman takes a different
approach. It is built to capture much larger sections of space in a
single image. This wide view will let astronomers survey vast
regions of the sky efficiently. The telescope is named after Nancy
Grace Roman, NASA's first chief astronomer. She is often
credited with laying the groundwork for the agency's space
telescope program, including Hubble. Once in orbit, Roman will
focus heavily on studying dark energy. Dark energy is the
mysterious force believed to be accelerating the expansion of the
universe. By observing how galaxies have moved and changed
over billions of years, scientists hope to learn more. They want to
refine theories about the universe's ultimate fate. The telescope
will also search for and study planets beyond our solar system.
Its wide field of view may allow it to detect thousands of new
worlds. Engineers and mission teams have spent recent weeks
conducting final safety checks and rehearsals ahead of the launch
window. Space agencies and independent astronomers around the
world are watching the mission closely. The launch has the
potential to reshape current models of cosmic history. If the
launch proceeds as planned, Roman would join a growing fleet
of major space telescopes now in operation. Each of these
instruments contributes different pieces to the puzzle of how the
universe formed and evolved. Scientists caution that meaningful
data from Roman's observations will likely take months to
process once science operations begin.

BACKGROUND

Roman is designed to complement rather than replace telescopes
like Hubble and James Webb, focusing on wide-field surveys
instead of narrow, highly detailed images.

Why it matters: Understanding dark energy and cosmic expansion
could reshape fundamental theories in physics and astronomy.

What to watch: Watch for the August 30 launch, followed by months
of instrument calibration before Roman's first major scientific results
are released.

Source: ScienceDaily, https://www.sciencedaily.com/news/space_time/

Astronauts Complete Spacewalk to Fix Station
Antenna
INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION — Astronauts Anil Menon
and Sophie Adenot spent six and a half hours outside the
International Space Station on Tuesday, August 25. Their mission
was to install a replacement Space-to-Ground antenna. This
antenna plays a critical role in the station's communication with
mission control on Earth. It transmits data, video, and voice
signals between the orbiting laboratory and ground-based flight
controllers. Spacewalks, formally called extravehicular activities,
require months of preparation. Astronauts train in massive
underwater pools designed to mimic the weightlessness of space.
During the actual repair, astronauts must work carefully in
pressurized suits while tethered to the station. This prevents tools
and equipment from drifting away in microgravity. Ground
teams monitor every step closely, ready to advise astronauts if
unexpected problems arise. Maintenance spacewalks like this
one have become a routine but essential part of station upkeep.
The International Space Station has been continuously staffed by
international crews for more than two decades. Equipment
naturally wears down over time due to extreme temperature
swings and micrometeorite risks. Regular repairs are necessary
to prevent larger failures down the line. NASA and its
international partners typically schedule these spacewalks well in
advance. This allows astronauts from different countries to train
together and share responsibilities during complex repairs. The
successful antenna replacement is expected to improve the
reliability of the station's communication systems. This supports
ongoing scientific research conducted by the crews living aboard
the outpost. Missions like this also serve as valuable training
exercises for future long-duration spaceflights. Astronauts
preparing for missions to the moon and Mars will face similar
challenges. They will need to perform complex repairs without
immediate support from Earth.

BACKGROUND

The International Space Station has been continuously staffed
since 2000, requiring regular maintenance spacewalks to keep its
systems running.

Why it matters: Reliable communication systems are essential for
astronaut safety and for transmitting scientific data collected aboard
the station.

What to watch: Watch for additional maintenance spacewalks as
NASA and its partners prepare astronauts for longer missions to the
moon and Mars.

Source: Spaceflight Now, https://spaceflightnow.com/2026/08/
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S P O R T S

Astros Edge Yankees, Giants Blank Reds' Bats
NEW YORK / SAN FRANCISCO — The Houston Astros defeated
the New York Yankees 9-7 in a high-scoring affair on Tuesday,
August 25, in a game that featured strong offensive performances
from both lineups. The Yankees fought to close the gap late in
the game but ultimately fell short against a resilient Astros squad.
The result adds another chapter to one of baseball's more
competitive rivalries in recent seasons, with both teams pushing
for favorable playoff positioning as the season enters its final
stretch. On the same day, the San Francisco Giants earned a 3-1
victory over the Cincinnati Reds, relying on a stronger pitching
performance to control the game from the outset. Giants pitchers
limited the Reds' offense throughout the contest, allowing the
team to protect a modest lead for much of the afternoon. With the
regular season winding down, results like these carry extra
weight, as teams jockey for the final playoff spots across both
leagues. Managers and players alike have emphasized the
importance of consistency down the stretch, since late-season
losses can be difficult to overcome in tight divisional races. Both
games drew solid crowds, reflecting continued fan interest as
pennant races heat up across Major League Baseball. Analysts
note that late August and September games often reveal which
teams have the depth and pitching needed to make a real playoff
push, making each result increasingly significant. Fans of both
the Yankees and Giants will be watching closely in the coming
weeks to see whether their teams can find the consistency needed
to close out the season strong.

BACKGROUND

Both the Yankees and Giants have long histories of postseason
success, and late-season games often determine which teams
qualify for October baseball.

Why it matters: Every game matters more as the season nears its
end, since standings can shift quickly during the final weeks.

What to watch: Watch the standings closely as both teams try to
secure playoff spots in the season's final weeks.

Source: ESPN, https://www.espn.com/mlb/game/_/gameId/401816667; ESPN,
https://www.espn.com/mlb/game/_/gameId/401816675/reds-giants

OUR TEAMS

New York Yankees Lost 9-7 to the Houston Astros
Both teams' bats were hot in a back-and-forth
Tuesday game.

San Francisco Giants Beat the Cincinnati Reds 3-1
Strong pitching helped the Giants control the
game from the start.

S O U T H E R N  M A I N E

North Berwick Voters to Decide Data Center Rules
NORTH BERWICK, MAINE — Voters in North Berwick, a small
town in southern Maine, will face an unusual ballot question this
November. They must decide how to define a data center. They
will also decide whether such facilities should be banned
outright. Data centers are large buildings that house rows of
computer servers. These buildings provide the computing power
behind cloud storage and artificial intelligence systems. As tech
companies race to build more AI infrastructure nationwide, many
small towns face similar debates. They must decide whether to
welcome these facilities. Supporters often point to the tax
revenue and jobs that data centers can bring to a community.
Critics raise concerns about the large amounts of electricity and
water these facilities consume. They also mention the noise
generated by constant cooling systems. North Berwick has no
clear definition of a data center in its town rules. Because of this,
officials have decided to let residents settle both questions
directly at the ballot box. This approach reflects a broader trend
in New England. Town meetings remain a common way to
decide zoning and land use there. The vote will be closely
watched by other Maine communities considering similar
questions about data infrastructure. If North Berwick moves to
ban data centers, it could set a precedent for neighboring towns.
If voters instead choose to allow the facilities under certain rules,
the town could see new growth. This growth could bring
construction jobs and added revenue in the years ahead. Either
way, the vote highlights an important trend. Major decisions
about national technology are increasingly playing out at the
local level, one town meeting at a time.

BACKGROUND

Data centers have expanded rapidly nationwide as demand grows
for cloud computing and artificial intelligence, prompting many
local governments to reconsider zoning rules.

Why it matters: The vote shows how national technology trends are
shaping decisions in small towns, and how local elections can directly
affect development and land use.

What to watch: Watch for the November vote results and whether
nearby Maine towns follow with similar data center questions.

Source: WGME, https://wgme.com/; Fox23 Maine, https://fox23maine.com/

Sources are listed with each story. Go read them.


